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As we enter the busy Christmas season, we continue our
Advent focus. Each Sunday we remember a special aspect
of the story of our Saviour’s birth. Last Sunday it was The
Promise of Light, and in the coming weeks we will reflect

on The Light Revealed, The Light Shared, and The Light that
Dwells Among Us.

Be prayerful and watchful for opportunities to invite others
to share with us during this Christmas season.

Please note that, so our Sunday volunteers can have a bit
of a break, we encourage you to visit another church on

Sunday 28 December and Sunday 4 January, as we will not
be holding services on those two Sundays.

Pastor Peter Watson

December 2025 - January 2026



Mercy Ministry
Donations of perishable food items, linen, towels, sheet
sets etc for Mercy ministries operations for a displaced
families- single mum with 3 children and one is a young

adult we are helping. Please give to Catherine Green.

Homeless Hub
We are taking up a Special Offering on the 21  of

December for the work of the Wollongong Homeless Hub.
You can contribute during the service or make a donation
via direct giving and use ‘Homeless’ in the details so that

our treasurer can direct the funds appropriately.

st

See the ‘Financial Report’ section below for banking
details.

Help us with Facebook
Over the next few weeks, we will be adding content to our

public-facing Facebook page at
www.facebook.com/IllawarraChurchOfChristWollongong.
If you “like” a post or share it to your page, you help make

our church visible to others in the community.



CALENDAR
Sunday 7 December            Soup Sunday
                                                Theme: The Light Revealed -
                                                Peace through Christ;s presence

Sunday 14 December          Theme: The Light Shared - joy in
                                                receiving and sharing the light.

Friday 19 December            BBQ at Watson house
                                                From 5.30pm .                                  
                                                9 Pendleton Close Tarrawanna.    
                                                RSVP to Peter at 0407278175.

Sunday 21 December          SPECIAL OFFERING FOR                
                                                WOLLONGONG HOMELESS 
                                                HUB
                                                Theme: The Light Dwells
                                                Among Us - love incarnate

Sunday 28 December          NO SERVICE*

Sunday 4 January                NO SERVICE*

Sunday 11 January              Normal Service resumes

 *We encourage you to visit out another local church over
these two Sundays.



Books I have read recently and highly recommend.
Peter Watson

Glittering Vices by Rebecca DeYoung is a
modern exploration of the seven deadly sins,
showing how these ancient “capital vices” still
shape our lives today and offering practical
remedies through virtue and spiritual growth.

Craig S. Keener’s Miracles Today argues that
miracles are not relics of the past but
continue to occur in the modern world,
supported by credible testimonies, medical
documentation, and theological reflection.

Alison Wood Brooks’ Talk: The Science of
Conversation and the Art of Being Ourselves
(2025) explores how everyday dialogue is
shaped by countless micro-decisions and
offers a practical framework—TALK (Topics,
Asking, Levity, Kindness)—to help us build
deeper, more authentic connections.



BIBLE IN A YEAR: December
A Navigators Bible Reading Plan: Each month has 25 readings so you have a
few ‘free days’ in case you get behind. If you read all four readings each day

you will read the whole bible in a year. Video summaries of each book can be
found at https://www.youtube.com/@bibleproject/playlists and look for Old

Testament or New Testament. 



BIBLE IN A YEAR: January
A Navigators Bible Reading Plan: Each month has 25 readings so you have a
few ‘free days’ in case you get behind. If you read all four readings each day

you will read the whole bible in a year. Video summaries of each book can be
found at https://www.youtube.com/@bibleproject/playlists and look for Old

Testament or New Testament. 



Baptism / New Member Class
Starts Sunday 1st February 2026, 5-7pm including a meal.

If you’d like to find out more about baptism and/or membership join our
membership/baptism class. We meet for a meal and discussion on the first
Sunday of the month. There are 3 sessions which you can join at any time.

RSVP: Peter Watson (0407-278-175) for the next session. 
Session 1: Review our church ‘Commitment Prayer’ and what it means.
Session 2: Review the bible’s teaching on Baptism. Resources can be
accessed at www.illawarrachurchofchrist.com.au/believer-baptism/ or
by scanning the following QR code.

Session 3: Reflect on our 5W values of Welcome, Worship, Wonder, Word
& Works and how they help you in your discipleship journey.

Commitment Prayer
This prayer is for everyone committed to following Jesus.

If this is the first time you are praying this commitment you are encouraged to
take one or more of the following next steps: (1) Tell a trusted leader; (2) Get

Baptised  | Make a public testimony9 5

Thank you, God, our Creator , for inviting me into your family . I believe
Jesus is who He said He is: the Son of God  from the beginning . I believe
Jesus was crucified and died for my sin . I believe You raised Him to life

again to show he is your Son . I commit to You as the Lord of my life ,
seeking to live as the Spirit guides  and empowers  me. Thank you,

Heavenly Father, for making me your child .
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(1) Colossians 1:16 (2) John 1:14 (3) 1 John 1:1 (4) 1 Corinthians 15:3-4 (5)
Romans 10:9-10 (6) John 14:26 (7) Acts 1:8; Romans 15:13 (8) 1 John 3:1 (9)

Acts 2:38 (10) Matthew 11:28-30; Revelation 3:20



PRAYER CHAIN
To be added to the church prayer chain send your name

and mobile to Peter on 0407-278-175. The prayer chain is a
list of people willing to be sent a text about important

prayer issues.

LOCAL PRAYER
We are committed to working with and praying for other

churches and ministries in the Illawarra:
This month we are praying for:

“St John the Baptist Serbian Orthodox Parish Church has
just celebrated its 65th anniversary. Established by Serbian
Orthodox migrants who fought in WWII on the side of the

allies but could not return to Yugoslavia as the communist
regime would not allow them back.

PRAYING FOR THE WORLD
Operation World at https://operationworld.org/prayer-calendar

     Open Doors at www.opendoors.org.au
The Voice of the Martyrs at www.persecution.com

Global Mission Partners at www.gmp.org.au/
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www.illawarrachurchofchrist.com.au/about-rosters

https://www.illawarrachurchofchrist.com.au/about-rosters/


Pastoral Contact
My normal contact hours for the church.

I’m available anytime to visit in hospital, just let me
know if someone is in hospital and I’ll drop in.
Coffee/tea catchup - Tuesday/Thursday mornings and
evenings - call me to arrange a time and convenient
venue.
Tuesday bible study 2pm
Wednesday bible study 7.30pm
Sunday lunch
Other times as mutually suitable. Please don’t
hesitate to ask to catch-up for any reason.

Pastor Peter Watson
peter.watson@illawarrachurchofchrist.com.au
0407 278 175

Messages are available at
www.illawarrachurchofchrist.com.au/sermons.

If you’d like to listen on your phone then the Podbean app by
the QR code.

In the app search for 'Illawarra Church of Christ' in the player.



www.illawarrachurchofchrist.com.au/activities/
Experiencing God: This is a one-to-one foundational course working
Pastor Peter Watson, 0407278175.
Conversations. Venues and times vary. Catherine Green
0427038640.
Monday 5pm: Online women's study. Beth Robinson 0412047146.
Tuesday 2.00pm: Bible Study. 9 Pendleton Close, Tarrawanna. Peter
Watson 0407278175. 
Tuesday 5pm: Book discussion. Online. Beth Robinson 0412047146.
Tuesday evening Fortnightly Youth Bible Study. Catherine Green
0427038640.
Wednesday: Monthly Social Event. Venue and times vary. Brian Healy
0417296983
Wednesday 10am: 'Knit & Knatter' fortnightly at Balgownie Village
Community Centre, 113 Balgownie Rd. Robyn James 0402460795. 
Wednesday 7.30pm: Bible Study. 9 Pendleton Close, Tarrawanna.
Peter Watson 0407278175. 
Thursday 10am: Women's Bible Study. Venue varies. Narelle Blue
0402032547.
Friday evenings: Youth Group. Times and venue varies. Contact:
Catherine Green 0427038640.
Friday / Saturday Evenings: Visiting Tribute Bands in the area.
Stephen Corry 0402892552
Sunday 10am: Sunday Service. Venue: Balgownie Village Community
Centre, 113 Balgownie Rd, Balgownie.
Sunday 12pm: Sunday lunch at Corrimal Bowling Club, 43-47 Francis
St, Corrimal.

Groups may not meet every week or may change venues so check with the
designated contact for current details. (Many have a break over Christmas.)



KEY CONTACTS: 
Pastor Peter Watson: 0407-278-175,

peter.watson@illawarrachurchofchrist.com.au
Board Chairperson: Anne Trezise, 0434-350-913, anne@planningplus.net.au

Board Secretary & Treasurer: 
John Piper, 0409-808-119, john@piperpiper.com.au

Board Members: Robyn James, 0402-460-795; Bronwyn Halpin, 0402-460-795
Mercy Ministries Coordinator: Catherine Green, 0427-038-640,

shimmerc1@hotmail.com

Safer Kids
We are committed to ensuring the safety of everyone, especially our kids and
youth. If you have any questions or concerns regarding keeping our kids and

youth safe you can contact either John Piper (Board Secretary) , Anne Trezise
(Board Chair) or Peter Watson (Pastor) at the numbers listed above.

Becoming a Church Member
Membership is open to all who have openly confessed their faith

in Jesus Christ as Saviour and Lord (Romans 10:9), and who
support the church and regularly attend. We recommend that all

follow the Bible’s teaching and follow Christ in the waters of
Believer’s Baptism by immersion. (Information below.)

Membership requires that you indicate you wish to be a member
which can be done by completing this form.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc-
qpPCl23gLrkPtnoDaQ24IhfZV--vMT7RLJV1Ws8GvQReaA/viewform

Contact details or updating contact details
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc-

qpPCl23gLrkPtnoDaQ24IhfZV--vMT7RLJV1Ws8GvQReaA/viewform

There is also a paper version on the resources table. If you complete the
paper version please give it to Pastor Peter Watson or John Piper.

Social Media Links
YouTube: www.youtube.com/@IllawarraChurchofChrist

Facebook: www.facebook.com/IllawarraChurchOfChristWollongong
Facebook Group:

www.facebook.com/groups/illawarrachurchofchrist


